
 

Although many issues have 
prolonged the process, one thing 
to keep in mind is God’s work. 

We are not 
on a timeta-
ble of our 
own…  
 
God is 
teaching 
m u c h 
through the 
d e l a y s . 
While there 
have been 
many sacri-
fices, it is 
good to 
remember 

that ministry without cost is not 
built on solid ground.  We con-
tinue to do our part to see the 
house open knowing that the day 
will come in God’s good time.  

 So, what has hap-
pened to the Sarnelli House? It’s 
been over a year since our for-
mer location closed and many 
people are wondering where we 
are.  
 
As noted in a previous addition, 
we have a new site. Work on the 
house has been steady; nonethe-
less, progress has been slow—
primarily due to issues raised by 
the City. The latest hurdle neces-
sitates a hearing, which is sched-
uled for early December—a date 
given to us in July.  
 
Throughout the delays, we have 
worked on as many projects as 
possible. Many groups and indi-
viduals have given countless 
hours of time and talent thus far 
toward renovating the new 
house.  
 
We also continue the  street out-

reach with the many good young 
adults who are such an integral 
part of our ministry.  We are 
blessed with many 
volunteers—both 
locally and from afar.  
 
Our gratitude toward 
all for work on the 
house and on the 
streets, especially dur-
ing this time of transi-
tion, is immeasurable.   
 
As always, we are also 
grateful to our many 
benefactors.  Your    
prayers, support and 
contributions as we 
rebuild the Sarnelli House  is 
most appreciated!  
 
There are many people who 
look forward to the reopening of 
Sarnelli House as soon as possi-
ble.  

 With the delays in 
opening the new Sarnelli 
House, an issue arose as 
to where to house resident 
volunteers. The plan is to 
acquire the house adjacent 
to the new site for a vol-
unteer residence; how-

ever, the house (for which 
we have first priority 
when available) is still 
occupied and not ready 
for sale. Hence the need to 
find housing elsewhere.  
 
In early August, a home  

across from Visitation 
Church opened up for us. 
Owned by parishioners, 
who no longer reside 
there, we have worked to 
renovate the house not 
only for use by the volun-
teers but also as a base for 
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  Blessed Sarnelli Community is an 
organization dedicated to providing for the 
needs of people who are poor and 
abandoned with an emphasis on 
empowering young adults to share in this 
commitment through prayer, hospitality and 
service.  ~ Mission Statement  
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 The BSC is pleased to 
welcome Stephan Hildebrand 
and Benedikt Peckruhn from 
Germany. Ben and Steve arrived 
in September to begin a year of 
service with the community. 
They are a welcome addition to 
our ministry.  
 
Since their arrival, they have 
been busy renovating the Hof-
bauer House, helping with min-
istry to people who are homeless 
through Saint John’s Hospice in 
Center City, Philadelphia, and 
working the street outreach to 
many of our friends in Kensing-
ton and other areas of the city.    

 
Pictured above, Steve (left) and 
Ben (right) have a good spirit 
among themselves; they work 
hard and enjoy being a part of 
the community and ministry. 
We are glad to have them with 
us!   

������������������

(continued, page 2) 

New Sarnelli House with 
recently refaced brick front.  



West Chester and Villa-
nova Universities, as well 
as LaSalle College High 
School.  
 
In addition friends from 
Saint Lucia and others in 
Philadelphia have been 
an integral part of the 
rebuilding efforts. Sin-
cere thanks to all! 
 
The name Hofbauer was 
chosen in honor of Re-
demptorist Saint Clement 
Hofbauer. Born in 
Europe, his ministry there 
included much work 
among people on the 
margins of church and 
society. He has inspired 
many people familiar 
with his life, particularly 
our volunteers from Ger-
many. They are the first 
to live in the house.   

street outreach and gath-
erings of young adult vol-
unteers.  
 

We are grateful to those 
who have made the resi-
dence available and to all 
who have worked so hard 
to fix the place up. Steve, 
Ben, Felix, Denrick and 
Rodney have worked ex-
tremely hard throughout 
the renovation process—
as have volunteers from 
Drexel (Pike), LaSalle, 
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Rodney, good friend of the 
community, works on     

Hofbauer House  

Kevin and Felix working on 
kitchen of Hofbauer House  

 
Nellie 
helps 
with 

work at  
Hof-
bauer 
House  
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Steve and Ben at work in  
Hofbauer House 

Hofbauer House (from page one)…  

During the summer a large 
group from  Pi Kappa Alpha 
(Pike) Fraternity at Drexel Uni-
versity (some pictured at right) 
spent two full days at Sarnelli 
House working on major reno-
vations; they have also been 
very helpful 
with work at 
H o f b a u e r 
House...  
Also present at 
H o f b a u e r 

House, some friends from La-
Salle University (above) taking 
a break from hard work with 
Ben and Steve… And LaSalle 
College High School freshman 
(left) who helped at both Sar-
nelli and Hofbauer Houses...  

Friends from West 
Chester University 
(right) at the Hofbauer 
House painted walls and 
a ceiling at Hofbauer 
House— adding a nice 
ladies’ touch...  

 
Helping out for a day at Sar-
nelli House was a group from 
Saint Joseph University (left) 
in Philadelphia... And two of 

the many Sigma Phi Lambda 
Fraternity Brothers from La-
Salle University (right) who 
helped paint at Hofbauer 
House… Many thanks to all 
for jobs well done! 

Friends from Saint Lucia:  
Neil and Lenya working at 

Hofbauer House 
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 Pictured above are some of the many good people who have been a part of the street outreach team, from left: Pi Kappa Alpha 
Fraternity (Pike) Brothers from Drexel University, Sister Jane and members of Saint Patrick Parish, White Haven, PA, Kevin and ladies 
from Mount Saint Joseph Academy, Flourtown, PA, and gentlemen from LaSalle College High School, Wyndmoor, PA. Pictured above 
is also Nellie, who continues to enjoy seeing her friends on the streets during the outreach.  
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By, Kevin Murray        

 
 The evening outreach started out as an ordinary one. The group, who this night was from LaSalle College High 
School, arrived with Lew Clark (campus minister) around 6:30pm. It was good to see familiar faces as well as some new 
members of the crew. We talked a bit, read from the Gospel, shared a little reflection and prayed. Then we loaded two vans – 
one from LaSalle, the other from Sarnelli – with ham, bread, drinks and clothing for our friends on the streets. 
 
As usual, we started in Kensington. We were happy to see some folks on Somerset, where we usually encounter some inter-
esting people whose stories stays with us. This night was no exception. A lady needed help coming down the long stairway 
from the EL train. She hollered down to the street below asking if someone could help her as she was carrying a folded-up 
wheelchair. Some of the LaSalle guys very graciously went to help her, noticing too that her foot was bandaged. As they 
were coming down the stairs, she thanked them and told them she had been shot in the foot – all in the same breath in our 
neighborhood. 
 
We headed downtown from there. We stopped at the park across from the cathedral, where we generally meet quite a few 
people, mostly men. This night was no exception. We offered sandwiches and iced tea; some men asked for socks – gold on 
the streets, as many say – which we were happy to provide, thanks to the generosity of others. As it came time for us to leave, 
the customary greetings were exchanged: good night, God Bless and thank you. 
 
As we piled back in the vans, a different sound filled the air – a recognizable but unwelcome one: that of an engine that 
would not start. The LaSalle van wouldn’t kick over. I asked the guys in the park if any had mechanical skills. Immediately, 
they were there to help. 
 
“Sounds like the battery; do you have cables?” Indeed we did. “Then pull the other van around so we can give it a jump.” 
Another said: “I’ll stop the traffic so you can pull in the street and turn around.” With the two vans nose to nose, we tried the 
jump… but still it wouldn’t start. 
 
One said, “you probably need water in the battery; check to see if it is full.” Sure enough, it was nearly dry. “Do you have 
water?” The first thought was no. Then I remembered Nellie’s water bowl was in the Sarnelli van. We took the water from 
there and filled the battery. Shortly thereafter the van was “healed” – all because of the kindness of men on the streets, and a 
little help from Nellie’s presence. 
 
Once back home, we shared some thoughts about the evening. The guys were touched by many things – not the least of 
which was the help given us by people who are often counted as nobodies. One of the LaSalle guys summed it up well: “they 
saved us.” 
 
We all helped each other that night – giving and receiving what the other had to give. The greatest gift of all was the recogni-
tion that salvation comes in very unlikely ways, just as it always has. 
 



 During the Spring, our 
friends at Esposito’s Market in 
South Philly invited us to pre-
pare meatball sandwiches as a 
fund-raiser for our ministries. 
They donated rolls and meat 
(100lbs of ground beef!), all of 
which was prepared and dis-

tributed by Pi Kappa Alpha 
Fraternity (Pike) Brothers, pic-
tured above and left.  We are 
grateful for the continued sup-
port of our friends at Esposito’s 
and that of Pike. The event 
raised a good bit of cash to help 
our work.  

 A highlight of the summer 
was a mission trip to Saint Lucia. 
Members of the Blessed Sarnelli 
Community worked with the Re-
demptorists there to help people with 
housing needs, who in turn helped us 
through their faith and kindness. Pic-
tured above at one of three homes worked on are Kerwin (from 
the local parish), Brian, Ryan, Denrick and Tom—all of whom 

made the trip with Kevin. To the left 
the crew poses with friends, Luvisca 
and Wash, after finishing work at 
their home.  We are grateful to Fa-
ther Joseph Krastel and other mem-
bers of the parish and community for 
their warm welcome and hospitality! 
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 Our new logo design originated from a photograph taken by Dan Beigel from Annapolis, MD.  
The graphics are the work of Nick Deimler, Drexel University Pike. We are grateful! ���
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 And the last word comes from Nellie: We have made great progress over the past year thanks 
to the help of so many good people. We are very grateful to family members, friends and associates 
who offer much support in a variety of ways. If you would like to contribute to our community and 
ministries, know that whatever you offer is deeply appreciated. Our needs include prayer, continued 
funding of the new Sarnelli House in Kensington, help with street outreach (particularly blankets and 
socks), and the sponsorship of resident volunteers living in the Hofbauer House. Be assured of a grate-
ful remembrance in prayer. Checks may be made payable to: Blessed Sarnelli Community. The BSC is 
a 501 (c) (3) corporation. All donations are tax-deductible. God Bless! 


