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Blessed Sarnelli Community is an
organization dedicated to providing for the
needs of people who are poor and
abandoned with an emphasis on
, empowering young adults to share in this
« commitment through prayer, hospitality and
'service. ~ Mission Statement
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Pictured above are some of the many good peoplehate been a part of the street outreach team, l&tiniPi Kappa Alpha
Fraternity (Pike) Brothers from Drexel Universi§ister Jane and members of Saint Patrick ParisliteWlaven, PA, Kevin and ladies
from Mount Saint Joseph Academy, Flourtown, PA, gedtlemen from LaSalle College High School, Wyndm®&A. Pictured above
is also Nellie, who continues to enjoy seeing hienfls on the streets during the outreach.

By, Kevin Murray

The evening outreach started out as an ordinagy Dine group, who this night was from LaSalle GmldHigh
School, arrived with Lew Clark (campus ministeuard 6:30pm. It was good to see familiar faces el a8 some new
members of the crew. We talked a bit, read from3hspel, shared a little reflection and prayed.riflie loaded two vans —
one from LaSalle, the other from Sarnelli — witmhdoread, drinks and clothing for our friends om $hreets.

As usual, we started in Kensington. We were hapsee some folks on Somerset, where we usuallyuaterosome inter-
esting people whose stories stays with us. Thistmigis no exception. A lady needed help coming dithveriong stairway
from the EL train. She hollered down to the stiedow asking if someone could help her as she aagicg a folded-up
wheelchair. Some of the LaSalle guys very graciouant to help her, noticing too that her foot viasidaged. As they
were coming down the stairs, she thanked them@ddhem she had been shot in the foot — all insdre breath in our
neighborhood.

We headed downtown from there. We stopped at tHegmoss from the cathedral, where we generallgtrgeite a few

people, mostly men. This night was no exception.doffered sandwiches and iced tea; some men askeddks — gold on

the streets, as many say — which we were happytade, thanks to the generosity of others. Aaihe time for us to leave,
the customary greetings were exchanged: good riigitt,Bless and thank you.

As we piled back in the vans, a different souniédilthe air — a recognizable but unwelcome oné:dhan engine that
would not start. The LaSalle van wouldn't kick avieasked the guys in the park if any had mechéslills. Immediately,
they were there to help.

“Sounds like the battery; do you have cables?” éddere did. “Then pull the other van around so we gge it a jump.”
Another said: “I'll stop the traffic so you can pun the street and turn around.” With the two vanse to nose, we tried the
jump... but still it wouldn't start.

One said, “you probably need water in the batteingck to see if it is full.” Sure enough, it wasrhg dry. “Do you have
water?” The first thought was no. Then | remembétetlie’s water bowl was in the Sarnelli van. Wekdhe water from
there and filled the battery. Shortly thereafter ¢hn was “healed” — all because of the kindnessesf on the streets, and a
little help from Nellie’s presence.

Once back home, we shared some thoughts abouté¢imng. The guys were touched by many things thmtieast of
which was the help given us by people who are aftemted as nobodies. One of the LaSalle guys sdritrap well: “they
saved us.”

We all helped each other that night — giving ameireng what the other had to give. The greatdsbfall was the recogni-
tion that salvation comes in very unlikely waystjas it always has.
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During the Spring, our A highlight of the summer

friends at Esposito’s Market in was a mission trip to Saint Lucia.

South Philly invited us to pre- Members of the Blessed Sarnelli

pare meatball sandwiches as a Community worked with the Re-

fund-raiser for our ministries. demptorists there to help people with

They donated rolls and meat housing needs, who in turn helped us

(100Ibs of ground beef!), all of through their faith and kindness. Pic-

which was prepared and dis- tured above at one of three homes worked on amgiKérom
tributed by Pi Kappa Alphathe local parish), Brian, Ryan, Denrick and Tom—eélivhom
Fraternity (Pike) Brothers, pic- made the trip with Kevin. To the l¢ft
tured above and left. We are the crew poses with friends, Luvigca
grateful for the continued sup- and Wash, after finishing work |at
port of our friends at Esposito’s their home. We are grateful to fFa-
and that of Pike. The event ther Joseph Krastel and other mem-
raised a good bit of cash to help bers of the parish and community|for
our work. their warm welcome and hospitality!

And the last word comes from Nellie: We have mgdsat progress over the past year thanks
to the help of so many good people. We are vertefyrato family members, friends and associptes
who offer much support in a variety of ways. If yaould like to contribute to our community gnd
ministries, know that whatever you offer is deepppreciated. Our needs include prayer, contihued
funding of the new Sarnelli House in Kensingtonpheith street outreach (particularly blankets pnd
socks), and the sponsorship of resident voluntaéng in the Hofbauer House. Be assured of a gfate
ful remembrance in prayer. Checks may be made payabBlessed Sarnelli Community. The BSC is
a 501 (c) (3) corporation. All donations are taxhgetible. God Bless!
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Our new logo design originated from a photograieieby Dan Beigel from Annapolis, MD.
The graphics are the work of Nick Deimler, Drexelivgrsity Pike. We are grateful!

e

J




